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stand the Rowlatt Bills, hence it is the duty of the volunteers to
explain the Bills clearly to the intending signatory.
The vow forms the second part of the Pledge. Here the signa-
tory solemnly affirms that he will refuse civilly to disobey certain
laws. Volunteers must explain to the signatory the full signi-
ficance of the word "civilly". For instance, to break moral laws is
not civil disobedience. Nor is it civil disobedience to be dis-
courteous to officials with whom one may have to deal, while dis-
obeying laws* On the other hand the possession and distribution
to the public of literature proscribed by Government and which
one sincerely believes to be harmless, would be civil disobedience.
Volunteers must explain to the would-be signatory with the help
of such illustrations the full significance of the Pledge.
Volunteers must explain to every intending signatory that
he must be prepared to bear every kind of suffering and to sacri-
fice, if necessary, both his person and property. He should also
be made to understand that he must be prepared to carry on the
struggle single-handed even if left alone. The volunteer must
accept the signature only after satisfying himself that the signa-
tory is prepared to take all these risks.
The third part of the Pledge declares that the satyagrahi will
during the struggle, fearlessly adhere to truth and ahimsa\ for
instance he must not misrepresent anything or hurt anybody's
feelings. Volunteers must urge upon people necessity of fully
realizing the grave responsibility of adhering to truth and ahimsa
before signing the Pledge. Volunteers must not speak of things
they do not understand and must not hold out false hopes
to anybody. If they find themselves unable to explain anything,
they must consult the Committee or refer the would-be signatory
to it. Ahimsa includes <tdm$hb. Volunteers therefore must never
resort to unfair criticism of the movement. If in performing their
duties they are obstructed by the police or others, they must
not lose their temper but must courteously explain to those oppos-
ing them, their (volunteers') duty and their determination under
any circumstances to perform the same*
GENERAI INSTRUCTIONS
1, Every volunteer taking signatures has to remember that a
single intelligent recruit to satyagraha is worth a hundred signa-
tories who have not realized their responsibility. Volunteers must
therefore never aim at merely increasing the number of signa-
tories,